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OF OCTOBER 24, 1974 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: AT ITS OCTOBER 24 MEETING, 

AD HOC GROUP (AHG) HEARD REPORT ON BILATERALS, DISCUSSED 
EASTERN LEAK TO PRESS, AND CONSIDERED TACTICS FOR NEXT 
INFORMAL SESSION AND WHETHER THE ALLIES SHOULD MAKE 
A SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY STATEMENT AT THE OCTOBER 31 
PLENARY SESSION. END SUMMARY. 

BILATERALS 

2. FRG DEPREP (HOFMANN) REPORTED ON OCTOBER 24 
CONVERSATION WITH GDR DEPREP (WIELAND) AND SOVIET 
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KHLESTOV HAD SAID HE WAS NOT CONVINCED THAT THE OCT. 24 FRG 
PLENARY STATEMENT ARGUMENT ABOUT WESTERN SECURITY DEPEND- 
ING ON STRATEGIC DETERRENCE WAS RELEVANT. SINCE TACTICAL 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND AIRCRAFT IN THE NGA ALSO PLAYED A 
ROLE WITHIN THE OVERALL STRATEGIC DETERRENT. WIFI. AND 
QUESTIONED THE UTILITY OF MANPOWER AS A YARDSTICK OF 
MILITARY CAPABILITY, REFERRING TO THE FACT THAT THE US 
WAS INCREASING ITS FORCES BY TWO COMBAT BRIGADES AND THE 
FRG WAS INCREASING FROM 33 TO 36 BRIGADES, WHILE MAINTAIN- 
ING THE SAME MANPOWER LEVELS. (US REP LATER BRIEFED AHG 
ON THESE US PLANS). CONFIRMING SOVIET DELOFF SHUSTOV'S 
COMMENT TO US DELOFF, WIELAND ALSO SAID THAT EAST WOULD 
DISCUSS THE REDEFINITION OF GROUND FORCES, BUT ADDED THAT 
EAST SAW ADDITIONAL DISPARITIES, FOR EXAMPLE, THE ALLIES 
ALLEGEDLY DID NOT COUNT ARMY PERSONNEL IN CENTRAL MILI- 
TARY HEADQUARTERS. WIELAND ALSO QUESTIONED THE UTILITY 
OF DISCUSSING THE DEFINITION OF GROUND FORCES AT ALL, 

SINCE THESE PROBLEMS DISAPPEARED IF REDUCTIONS INCLUDED 
BOTH AIR AND GROUND FORCES. 

EASTERN PRESS LEAK 

3. US DEP REPORTED THAT POLISH DELOFF (WIECZOREK) 

HAD TOLD AN AUSTRIAN PRESS ASSOCIATION CORRESPONDENT AFTER 
OCT. 24 PLENARY THAT EAST HAD PRESENTED A COMPRO- 
MISE PROPOSAL "IN INFORMAL SESSIONS” TO BRIDGE DIFFERENCES 


BETWEEN THE SIDES, TO MOVE THE NEGOTIATIONS FORWARD, 

AND TO ACHIEVE START ON REDUCTIONS IN 1975. UK, BEL- 
GIAN AND FRG REPS REPORTED THAT THEY HAD BEEN APPROACHED 
BY WESTERN CORRESPONDENTS TO COMMENT ON WIECZOREK'S STATE- 
MENT AND HAD SAID LATEST EASTERN IDEAS WERE "NOTHING NEW." 
AFTER SOME DISCUSSION, AHG AGREED TO AVOID PROVIDING 
DETAILS OF EASTERN PROPOSAL AND TO RESPOND TO SUCH QUES- 
TIONS ALONG LINES THAT PROPOSAL WAS FLOATED INFORMALLY 
AND CONTAINED NOTHING SUBSTANTIVELY DIFFERENT FROM PRE- 
VIOUS EASTERN SUGGESTIONS. 
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ALLIED TACTICS 

4. GROUP AGREED THAT ALLIES SHOULD NOT ALLOW FOCUS OF 
INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS TO SHIFT TO FRAMEWORK OF EASTERN 
FIRST STEP PROPOSALS. GROUP NOTED THAT ALLIES COULD NOT 
IGNORE OFFICIAL EASTERN PROPOSAL, BUT AGREED THAT AT OCT. 

29 INFORMAL SESSION ALLIED REPS SHOULD REITERATE OBJECTIONS, 
CHALLENGE EAST TO SHOW HOW THEIR PROPOSAL IS IN 
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FACT NEW, AND PICK UP THE POSITIVE POINTS ON PHASING IN 
THE EASTERN PROPOSAL AND SEEK TO DRAW THEM INTO THE CON- 
TEXT OF WESTERN POSITION ON PHASING. AHG ALSO AGREED THAT ALLIED 
REPS SHOULD PRESS EAST AT OCT. 29 INFORMAL FOR DISCUSSION 
OF GROUND FORCE REDEFINITION.RESOR 


SECRET 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GROUND FORCES, MUTUAL FORCE REDUCTIONS, NEGOTIATIONS, ARMS CONTROL MEETINGS, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 29 OCT 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974MBFRV00358 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740307-1013 
From: MBFR VIENNA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19741010/aaaaaiew.tel 

Line Count: 120 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ACDA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 MAR 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <23 MAY 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MBFR NEGOTIATIONS: SUMMARY OF AD HOC GROUP MEETINGS ON OCTOBER 24, 1974 
TAGS: PARM, US, UR, NATO, MBFR 
To: STATE DOD 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



